May Day ou (venez) m’aider
and Phil Gyford
Today dawns a bright sunny morning and Other Half and I are
off to a Mayday event in Priston which is a small historical
village about 6 miles from here. I would be even happier if it
was warmer with less threat of rain but hey this is England.
It is notable that some small villages are very well served
from the communications point of view due to the literacy and
sophistication of the people who live there. Awareness of the
wider world is correlated to the activity in the neocortex and
although intellect is not just ‘of the left brain’, such
cerebral activity and a good dose of self-discipline certainly
helps. The link above shows the Priston website.
I wish all villages had such a site. Building a web site for
pages or blogging is as cheap as chips these days and if you
are able to read and type, you just get on with it. If you get
stuck, you can be sure that someone else has the same problem
what ever it is so just type the keywords into Youtube or
google and before your very eyes there will be a
demonstration. Technically you just need to register a domain
name (a few pounds), it could be your own name, and find a
firm to host the site. Beware, the actual hosting is not the
problem is the quality of service if you get stuck, and it is
sometimes worth paying for a host within your own country. The
big domain name sellers and hosts, normally based in the USA,
do not have a live helpline and rely on Q &A to solve any
problems. Inevitably your problems are not covered by the Q&A.
When you have a problem and realise that you cannot contact
anyone, that’s when the lack of personal service becomes a
real bore.
This morning I discovered the architect of the Samuel Pepys
website where one page of the diary is issued on a daily basis
with the date if not the year of his activity. I receive it

and look forward to reading its contents. The architect’s name
is Phil Gyford and you can read all about him here. some
people are destined to be in public view, and some are
designed to be backroom people and do an immense amount of
good through software development, contributing ideas, helping
other people to do what they do best and I think Phil is in
this category. It warms my heart to read about him because I
also feel that I’m in this category.
Incidentally, I have just looked at my own stats for today and
I see I have visitors to my site from Ireland, Perth
Australia, Sri Lanka but mainly for some reason from Finland.
It makes the world a very small and cosy place to know that
complete strangers are tuning in to what you have to say
I
wrote
Phil
a
letter
of
introduction to myself thanking him
for his contribution to the Samuel
Pepys legend. I mentioned speech to
text software, without which I
could not produce this diary in
such a short time. DragonDictate
has been used by me for about 13
years now. Many people have tried speech to text and have been
put off it because they tried an early version but now the
amount of RAM in computers is a useful 4 GB which is what you
need for high-speed computer processing and I find I can get
near to 100% accuracy.
One thing I do have to remember, and that is to switch off
before talking to people on the phone or in the room because
not only will you see garbled version of your conversation on
whatever program you are using but Dragon listens out what
might be instructions to your computer and I have had files
deleted, and page down scrolls which I did not intend. If my
wife knocks on my door, she has to allow me a few seconds to
turn off the listening ear. This is not so serious as some of
Amazon’s creations I’m sure including the Dot, but it will be

some time before I get round to that.
This assumes good articulation. The software allows for
training which is particularly useful with unusual words, for
example my surname, but it is not absolutely vital. You have
to develop a talent for thinking what you are speaking about
while speaking. Once you have mastered the art your
productivity goes up enormously. It is worth saying that if
you are trying to write a missive on a website, the response
will appear to be slow because there is so much hidden
software within the site which will slow down the appearance
of your words on the page. The most uncluttered client for
such work is WordPad as one example.

