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    walking your talk
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    Reading Time:  4 minutesThis morning I went along to my men’s group, a local group where they invite along various speakers and on this occasion there was a Christian worker called Joy Fraser who did indeed live up to her name.
It is quite seldom that someone has my undivided attention for 45 min but I would happily have listened to this lady for the whole morning. She was an organiser and social synergist, inter alia encouraging people to become more involved in community work. There are a great number of organisations in Bath who are volunteers, unsung, unpublicised but doing a great job with the marginalised part of the population. In this type of job it is good to have your feet on the ground and head in the clouds. Joy was excellent at the practical side of setting up a charity but also looking at the more philosophical sides of dealing with people who are unlovable.
Joy gave me a good idea that if you find someone who is badly behaved it’s probably because of the way they were treated. It is a very good idea to find something that you when they have in common so there is something to talk about and if a person is talking about a subject with which they are familiar they are less likely to be defensive. You can say that bad behaviour is a pre-emptive attack against being abused because what enjoyment is there to be gained from such behaviour?
Joy drew our attention to the deceptively simple words of Jesus giving us very practical down-to-earth advice on our own behaviour and saying we should concentrate somewhat less on our so-called relationship with God and somewhat more on our relationship to our neighbour. Someone said, I think it was joy, do you have a friendship with someone who does not share your views and opinions? We discussed personal differences between people including Christians and said that when they enter a committee meeting they should put these differences aside and concentrate solely on the good of the community.
I notice that Joy was totally comfortable with herself and made good eye contact with the audience without overdoing it. I think you can only do this if you are speaking from your heart. You don’t need gimmicks or acting ability. She convinced me by her presence never mind anything that she said.
I described how God works when I went along to the Dragon’s event last night and ended up by being invited to be a volunteer reporter for a local publication. All this happened between six o’clock whether the meeting started and 9:30 PM when an e-mail to the administrator elicited such an enthusiastic response. I find that if things are meant to be, they happen very smoothly.  I told the meeting that if everyone did things that they enjoyed it was not work and that we were not supposed to be actors but just do what we enjoy doing and that would hopefully be of service to others.
I also discussed the question of the way you treat volunteers. I said that if you hired a volunteer you should spend at least 20 min with them discussing their life and what they hope to get out of the experience of volunteering. I said you don’t just tell them what to do and they must get on with it but see them as a human being with needs like anybody else. If you don’t respect the volunteer, they will have little if any loyalty to the organisation. My wife Françoise works for AgeUK where people go for a day and given lunch and entertainment. The only time the people from the head office come, is to make sure that the rules and regulations are being enforced, and when a new manager comes in to post. She has worked for three years without any particular encouragement and for this I do admire her.
In a world where there is so much bad news, it is nice to be able to make a good report but I thoroughly enjoyed myself with people on the same wavelength, which is what it’s all about. If you are continually misunderstood you might as well be alienated on a desert island.
 



Search all 1,537 articles



Search for:




Subscribe






Please leave this field emptySign up to my FREE newsletter!
Your email *

I don’t spam! Read my privacy policy for more info.
Thank you. Now check your inbox or spam folder to activate your newsletter.





Recent Posts
	
Bristol to London for less than a cup of coffee
March 7, 2024
	
Is the Fourth Dimension a progressive or a retrogressive spiritual step?
March 6, 2024
	
Do spam emails get on your nerves?
March 5, 2024
	
Are you a controversial character?
March 4, 2024
	
Our first snow!!! – a good interview – the birth of a new arts centre
March 2, 2024
	
Monks, aliens and cherished memories
March 1, 2024
	
Why do I bother listening to the ‘News’? plus Ladybird Books Exhibition
February 29, 2024
	
Public Service – the World Health Organisation – spring flowers
February 28, 2024
	
Is bread poisonous? – captivating videos
February 27, 2024
	
What I actually did today – VideoFest
February 26, 2024


Archive
April 2017	M	T	W	T	F	S	S
	 	1	2
	3	4	5	6	7	8	9
	10	11	12	13	14	15	16
	17	18	19	20	21	22	23
	24	25	26	27	28	29	30


« Mar
 
May »

Archives
		Archives
Select Month
 March 2024  (6)
 February 2024  (25)
 January 2024  (31)
 December 2023  (30)
 November 2023  (31)
 October 2023  (31)
 September 2023  (30)
 August 2023  (31)
 July 2023  (30)
 June 2023  (27)
 May 2023  (13)
 April 2023  (20)
 March 2023  (20)
 February 2023  (10)
 January 2023  (9)
 December 2022  (6)
 November 2022  (3)
 October 2022  (2)
 September 2022  (7)
 August 2022  (12)
 July 2022  (6)
 June 2022  (2)
 May 2022  (6)
 April 2022  (13)
 March 2022  (5)
 February 2022  (1)
 November 2021  (2)
 October 2021  (2)
 September 2021  (3)
 July 2021  (2)
 June 2021  (5)
 May 2021  (5)
 April 2021  (4)
 March 2021  (8)
 February 2021  (12)
 January 2021  (9)
 December 2020  (13)
 November 2020  (10)
 October 2020  (17)
 September 2020  (16)
 August 2020  (17)
 July 2020  (20)
 June 2020  (15)
 May 2020  (18)
 April 2020  (28)
 March 2020  (26)
 February 2020  (28)
 January 2020  (23)
 December 2019  (20)
 November 2019  (11)
 October 2019  (18)
 September 2019  (27)
 August 2019  (22)
 July 2019  (27)
 June 2019  (23)
 May 2019  (28)
 April 2019  (26)
 March 2019  (22)
 February 2019  (14)
 January 2019  (14)
 December 2018  (11)
 November 2018  (17)
 October 2018  (16)
 September 2018  (15)
 August 2018  (16)
 July 2018  (13)
 June 2018  (17)
 May 2018  (15)
 April 2018  (30)
 March 2018  (31)
 February 2018  (29)
 January 2018  (32)
 December 2017  (26)
 November 2017  (31)
 October 2017  (34)
 September 2017  (38)
 August 2017  (38)
 July 2017  (26)
 June 2017  (39)
 May 2017  (40)
 April 2017  (31)
 March 2017  (20)
 February 2017  (27)
 December 2016  (1)
 October 2016  (2)

  
YOU MAY ALSO ENJOY THESE ARTICLES
	Key points which comprise a successful conference… October 20, 2023








We would love to hear from you.  
If you have not registered, then click on ‘logged in’ and scroll down to ‘register’.

It only takes a minute 🙂
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